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03Session 1

appearance the way that somebody or something looks or seems

attitude manner, disposition, feeling, position, etc., with regard to 
a person or thing

opinion what you think about something

personality the qualities that a person has that make them different 
from other people

01. Please talk about a Korean stamina food that you would recommend to a foreigner.

02. Which would you prefer to work in: a strict working environment or a flexible working 
      environment?

04.What is your opinion about the attitude of Korean teenagers in regards to social responsibility?

05. If you were the Minister of Education for a day, what would you change about the education 
      system in Korea?

prefer to like one thing or person better than another

represent to be an example or a sign of something

self-esteem a realistic respect for or favorable impression of oneself; self-respect

strict characterized by or acting in close conformity to requirements or principles

03. Listen to the following passage. Then, summarize it in your own words.



Advanced – Session 1 

1. Please talk about a Korean stamina food that you would recommend to a foreigner. 

A Korean stamina food I would highly recommend is Samgyetang. In English, 

Samgyetang is Ginseng chicken soup. The body cavity of a small chicken is stuffed with 

glutinous rice, young ginseng shoots, and jujubes. This traditional dish is famous as a 

summer dish. Koreans try to survive the summer heat with this hot stamina food. This 

wonderful dish is gradually being recognized by the rest of the world. Even if you are 

skeptical about the properties attributed to ginseng, you will enjoy this dish which is said 

to give stamina during the steamy Korean summers. 

2. Which would you prefer to work in: a strict working environment or a flexible 

working environment? 

I would rather work in a flexible working environment because it encourages people to 

become more independent, thus becoming more productive. If I work in a strict 

environment, I would easily get stressed and it would be very hard for me to concentrate 

with my job because I'll focus more on not making mistakes. I would also always be 

looking over my shoulders. This would be unproductive as far as I’m concerned. 

3. Listen to the following passage. Then, summarize it in your own words. 

According to experts, the family dinner benefits children in many ways. For one thing, it 

helps boost children’s self-esteem. Children who have dinner with their parents on a daily 

basis tend to have higher self-esteem than children who rarely have dinner with their 

parents. Such self-esteem is likely to lead to higher academic achievements. Studies have 

shown that children who have dinner with their parents every day tend to get A’s and B’s 

in school. 

Family dinner is very important according to experts. There are a lot of benefits that we 

can get from it. This is especially true for children. Children who eat with their parents 

have higher self- esteem. This leads to higher academic achievements. Research shows 

that children who have dinner with their parents get A’s and B’s in school.  

4. What is your opinion about the attitude of Korean teenagers in regards to social 

responsibility? 



From a parent’s point of view, Korean teenagers of today are supposed to be more 

educated and more responsible than their parents’ generation. Unfortunately, the 

opposite seems to be true sometimes. I think the Internet and social networks are to 

blame for that. I see too much of the “me generation” everywhere in Korean society, 

especially among the young. I hope for the sake of our country’s future, the younger 

generation realizes that social responsibility is not a right, but rather a privilege. 

5. If you were the Minister of Education for a day, what would you change about the 

education system in Korea? 

I would change the process for university entrance exams. The current system places 

too much pressure on the students. Some even attribute Korea’s high teenage 

suicide rate to this exam. So, if I were the Minister of Education for a day, I would 

revamp the university entrance exams. I would place equal importance on arts and 

social work, rather than have mathematics and science make up a chunk of the 

scores. 

 

 
Helpful vocabulary/phrases 

appearance the way that somebody or something looks or seems 

attitude  manner, disposition, feeling, position, etc., with regard to a person or thing 

opinion  what you think about something 

personality the qualities that a person has that make them different from other people 

prefer  to like one thing or person better than another 

represent to be an example or a sign of something 

self-esteem a realistic respect for or favorable impression of oneself; self-respect 

strict  characterized by or acting in close conformity to requirements or principles 



04Session 2
01. Please describe your typical weekend routine.

02. Please describe your current job. Be as specific as you can about your responsibilities.

05. In your opinion, what do you think is the reason behind the sudden increase in the number 
      of coffee shops in Korea in the last decade?

beverage any potable liquid, especially one other than water, 
as tea, coffee, beer, or milk

convince to persuade; to move by argument or evidence 
to belief or agreement

decade a period of ten years

multi-purpose able to be used for several purposes or things

practical adapted or designed for actual use; useful

reliable that you can trust

source a place where something comes from

typical normal; of the nature of or serving as a type or representative specimen

04. What is your favorite hot beverage? Please explain your preference.

03. Imagine you are a salesperson. Convince me to buy the espresso machine you see 
      in the picture below.



Advanced – Session 2 

1. Please describe your typical weekend routine. 

My typical weekend involves a sleep-in on Saturday mornings. My entire family 

sleeps in until around 9 AM. I am always the cook for Saturday brunches in our 

family. I usually have brunch ready for the entire family by 10:30 AM. After that, we 

usually drive either to a park or a shopping mall. We can spend anywhere between 4 

to 5 hours there.  We also do our weekly grocery shopping on Saturdays. After that, 

it’s back home for a nice dinner and quality family time. Our Sunday routine is 

slightly different because we go to church early on Sunday morning. I try to spend 

as much time with the family during the weekends. 

2. Please describe your current job. Be as specific as you can about your responsibilities. 

I am an IT Specialist. I run security programs at work. Customers either telephone 

me or come to my office to have their devices checked. if the files they downloaded 

are malicious and could harm other files or not.  When I am assigned to a project, I 

usually set up new systems in corporate settings. I am also responsible for helping 

new employees get set up and established with a work computer. 

3. Imagine you are a salesperson. Convince me to buy the espresso machine you see in 

the picture below. 

This is one of our latest products. It’s a top-of-the-line espresso machine. It is made 

using the best materials. It is one of our best-selling products. Right now, we are 

offering a 50% discount on it as a promotion. Just imagine…, for the normal price, 

you can get TWO of these. You could keep one for yourself and give the other as a 

gift. I guarantee you will be really popular! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. What is your favorite hot beverage? Please explain your preference. 

My favorite hot beverage is coffee. In particular, I enjoy a strong cup of Americano. It 

helps me to focus with what I must do at work. It keeps me alert and makes me feel 

energetic. I also love the smell of coffee in the morning. I just can't start my day 

without a cup of coffee. 

5. In your opinion, what do you think is the reason behind the sudden increase in the 

number of coffee shops in Korea in the last decade? 

I think there are two main reasons that can explain the sudden increase in the number of 

coffee shops, especially espresso coffee shops, in Korea in the last decade. One is the 

café lifestyles that were depicted in popular Korean TV shows. It presented a laid-back 

and luxurious lifestyle which people longed for. Another reason could be the generation 

of US and Europe educated students. These students brought back the lifestyle they were 

used while studying abroad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful vocabulary/phrases 

beverage any potable liquid, especially one other than water, as tea, coffee, beer, or milk 

convince to persuade; to move by argument or evidence to belief or agreement 

decade a period of ten years 

multi-purpose  able to be used for several purposes or things 

practical adapted or designed for actual use; useful 

reliable  that you can trust 

source a place where something comes from 

typical normal; of the nature of or serving as a type or representative specimen 
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